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ARTISTIC CAST IRON!

From prehistoric times to the Channel
tunnel, the Haute-Marne has always
been an iron-producing area...thanks
to the trilogy: water, the driving force
for water wheels, iron, with the ore
showing on the very surface of the
plateaux or the valley sides and wood, from our forests which
provided the charcoal. The region has always been among the
leading producers, and indeed in 1850 it was the leader.

It was in the Blaise valley that the first ironworks were founded.
It was in Cirey-sur-Blaise that Emilie du Chatelet and Voltaire,
who were close to the Encyclopédistes, led a life both literary
and scientific, researching into the nature of fire!

It was in Saint-Dizier that the price of iron was fixed in the
last century. It was the Val d’Osne that saw the creation of the
artistic cast iron which was to decorate the whole world... It
was again in Saint-Dizier that Guimard cast his Art Nouveau
works.

Itisin this region, between Joinville, Saint-Dizier and Bar-le-Duc
that high precision parts are still cast and machined: compo-
nents for the Channel tunnel, for the great Arch of la Défense,
for hydraulics and road making, street furniture for the whole
world: Wallace fountains, lighting columns, benches, drinking
fountains...

We invite you to discover this tradition all along a tour that will
take you to old ironworks and works of art set in parks and
village squares... Our guides will tell you all about cast iron and
its techniques both old and new, and just what it meant to the
lives of thousands of people. Statues, monuments, exhibitions
and places of remembrance await you.

Bonne route!



OUR KNOW-HOW HAS STAMPED
ITS MARK ON THE HAUTE-MARNE !

When the Haute-Marne decorated Paris...
The pedestrian in Paris, when he takes the time to stroll across
the bridges and wander from Saint-Germain to Réaumur, wea-
ving his way from the 16th Arrondissement to the Porte de la
Chapelle, is greeted every few steps by cast iron work.
Most of the time it will be lampposts, often street furniture,
sometimes works of art...
The Wallace fountains were made by Val d’'Osne or GHM. Cast
iron takes on various forms in the parks and gardens: statues,
= public benches, street and
square signs... but also adorns
a host of balconies.
Last, but not least, Paris would
not be Paris without its authen-
tic Métro entrances signed by
Guimard and crafted in the Val
d’Osne, or the decorative elements of the Alexandre Il bridge
and the Musée d’Orsay square.

... the provinces,

The Way of the Cross in Lourdes
(life-size), the Girondins Fountain
in Bordeaux, in the Chateaux of
Versailles and Fontainebleau.

... and the world! \
In Quebec, the Samuel Champlain A% OTHER WORKS

monument, in Geneva, New York, I AND VISITS IN THE MEUSE
Buenos Aires, Washington, Saint (BAR-LE-DuC, ANCERVILLE,
Petersburg, Tunis, Bucharest, Hanoi _ : ' COUSANCES-LES-FORGES...)

and Rio de Janeiro... (PR RS 4 AND IN THE MARNE
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